
Exceptional 
Children : Types 



The Gifted Child 

• Gifted child, any child who is naturally endowed with a high degree of general mental ability or 

extraordinary ability in a specific sphere of activity or knowledge.

• Intellectual giftedness is an intellectual ability significantly higher than average. It is a 

characteristic of children, variously defined, that motivates differences in school programming.

• The talented or gifted child is one which shows consisted remarkable performance in worthwhile 

line of endeavor -Havighrusht



Some definitions of Giftedness 
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Some definitions…….

•

•

•



Areas  of Giftedness
First, it's important to understand that giftedness is not just a matter of 
academic achievement.
A child (or adult) may be gifted in several different domains:

Intellectual
Creative
Artistic (Visual and performing arts ability)

Leadership
Academic
Psychomotor ability



According to George Betts and  Maureen Neihart
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Continues….

•

• . The Double-Labelled 

•
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• Types 2, 3, 4, 5 - risk of not being identified or misdiagnosed



Characteristics of Gifted ness 

• Cognitive • Creative • Affective • Behavioral

• Keen power of 
abstraction

• Interest in problem-
solving and applying 
concepts

• Voracious and early 
reader

• Large vocabulary
• Intellectual curiosity
• Power of critical 

thinking, skepticism, 
self-criticism

• Persistent, goal-
directed behavior

• Independence in 
work and study

• Diversity of interests 
and abilities

• Creativeness and 
inventiveness

• Keen sense of humor
• Ability for fantasy
• Openness to stimuli, 

wide interests
• Intuitiveness
• Flexibility
• Independence in 

attitude and social 
behavior

• Self-acceptance and 
unconcern for social 
norms

• Radicalism
• Aesthetic and moral 

commitment to self-
selected work

• Unusual emotional depth 
and intensity

• Sensitivity or empathy to 
the feelings of others

• High expectations of self 
and others, often leading to 
feelings of frustration

• Heightened self-awareness, 
accompanied by feelings of 
being different

• Easily wounded, need for 
emotional support

• Need for consistency 
between abstract values and 
personal actions

• Advanced levels of moral 
judgment

• Idealism and sense of justice

• Spontaneity
• Boundless enthusiasm
• Intensely focused on passions—resists 

changing activities when engrossed in 
own interests

• Highly energetic—needs little sleep or 
down time

• Constantly questions
• Insatiable curiosity
• Impulsive, eager and spirited
• Perseverance—strong determination in 

areas of importance
• High levels of frustration—particularly 

when having difficulty meeting 
standards of performance (either 
imposed by self or others)

• Volatile temper, especially related to 
perceptions of failure

• Non-stop talking/chattering

Source: Clark, B. (2008). Growing up gifted (7th ed.) Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Prentice Hall.



Cognitive  Characteristics 

• IQ is greater than 140 

• Very superior reasoning ability 

• Greater intellectual capacity and curiosity 

• Asks questions 

• Have unusual imagination 

• Indulge in divergent thinking 

• Can Memorize very easily 

• Large span of attention ,

• High concentration



Social Characteristics 
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Motivational Characteristics 

• Strives for high standards of personal achievement 

• is self directed 

• is highly self motivated and sets personal goals 

• is persistent in seeing tasks to completion 

• becomes committed to and absorbed in tasks 

• tends to be self critical and evaluative

• Is reliable 

• prefers to work independently



How To Identify Giftedness
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Identification Process



Role of Teacher 



How can teacher ensure proper learning of the gifted 
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